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August News 

Special thanks again this month to OSO newsletter contributors – 
Shari Loftis and Jon Lightner for an article and pictures about Marilyn 
LeDoux of Windy Hill Orchids (as well as pictures from the July 
meeting), and Sarah Waddoups for her article on Aerangis articulata. 

This month we have a brief break in our string of great speakers. 
We’ve learned a lot, and we hope you have too. Here’s a picture of a 
Phalaenopsis pantherina which we rescued from certain death (crown 
rot) using a tip from Alan Koch.  

August will be the 2nd of our Q&A 
programs (we typically have a 
couple each year) so bring your 
questions, problem plants, 
thoughts about speakers you’d like 
to see next year, or other input, 
and of course your plants for 
monthly judging. We have a lot of 
very nice plants for the raffle, too. 

Next month is our annual OSO 
auction, which as usual will be on 
the 3rd Sunday (September 15) 
rather than our normal 4th Sunday 
meeting. After that it’s back to 
great speakers, with AOS judges 
Nathan Bell and Joe Lankton in 
October and November, respectively.  
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Pictures from our July meeting, thanks to Shari Loftis …
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Grower profile – Marilyn LeDoux, Windy Hill Orchids 
Shari Loftis & Jon Lightner 

In early June, Jon and I went on a Missouri vacation....which included Marilyn LeDoux’s greenhouse!  She is a 
wonderful hostess and orchid whisperer.  She lives on a few acres about 50 miles south of St. Louis.  She has 
retired from the Missouri Botanical Garden.  She said she was the curator of the orchid department at the 
garden.  She said it was not her first choice, but it was the first opening at the gardens when she applied for 
work with her Masters in Horticulture....and it is where she found her love for orchids. 
  
She has one greenhouse, approximately 30’ X 72’. It is very organized and clean.  Of course, I asked the silly 
question of a novice ... what is  your favorite orchid?  She chuckled and said: ”Whatever is in bloom.”  At the 
time it was the lovely Laeliocattleya pictured. 
  
She uses rainwater and R/O when she runs out.  The greenhouse has a gravel floor.  The picture with the blue 
pellets is what she is using to combat slugs. 
  
Her husband also worked at the botanical garden and was the ‘Master Exhibitor.’  He continues to help with 
her orchid business. 
  
Marilyn introduced us to her new puppy. It is a Kooikerhondje, a spaniel-type breed of dog of Dutch ancestry. 
  
For time out they like to go camping....Marilyn was a very gracious hostess for our quick visit.  If you ever plan 
on visiting her, she prefers a call beforehand.    
 

  (more pictures next page) 
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Aerangis articulata ‘Reyna’s Stars on a String’ HCC/AOS 

Sarah Waddoups    

This species comes from the humid, evergreen forests 

of Madagascar.  (I know, you are all stunned by my 

writing about a Madagascan angraecoid orchid.)  If I 

had to choose an absolute favorite orchid, this might 

be it.  I think you will agree it is rather spectacular.  

This blooming had 96 flowers on 4 spikes.  The flowers 

are lightly fragrant in the evening.  Each of the flowers 

is slightly larger than 2 inches wide and has a spur 

that is 5.5 inches long.  I love how elegantly the 

flowers present on the inflorescences.  And as you can 

see from the photograph with a yardstick, the plant 

and spikes are quite long.   

Culture:  Some sources say that this plant should be 

grown in shade, but I have had much better success 

growing it in higher light.  For this plant, the sweet 

spot seems to be facing east on a shelf that is tall 

enough to accommodate the plant and eventually the 

spikes.  The leaves get direct light all morning and into 

the afternoon, but by 3 p.m. the plant is shaded by 

the pot.   The plant is growing in—and out—of a six 

inch plastic pot, and that pot is down inside a larger 

clay pot.  The clay pot counter balances the plant’s 

pendant growth habit.  In fact, the clay pot is 

weighted with rocks to keep the plant from falling over.   I recently potted a much younger plant in the same 

manner.  The photograph of that plant better shows that the plastic pot is tipped sideways to encourage the 

plant to grow pendant over the side of the pot.  I 

also have a younger plant that is growing on a 

mount.  Thus far, it seems to be doing very well.  

This species is prone to crown rot if water stands in 

the crown—yet another reason to pot or mount it to 

encourage the pendant growth habit.   

Although I have had this plant for seven or eight 

years, I had never taken it to judging.  It blooms 

regularly in August, so there aren’t many shows 

either.  But when the plant was in prime condition 

over the weekend, I drove over to Oklahoma City for 

judging at the Great Plains Center.  It received a 79 
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point HCC award.  The clonal name was actually suggested by our own Bruce Brown – when it first bloomed 

years ago he commented that it looked like a string of stars.  I have called it that in my own notes for years.  

Now it is officially ‘Reyna’s Stars on a String.”   

Aerangis articulata ‘Reyna’s Stars on a String’ HCC/AOS, left with 

yardstick for scale, and above front view. 
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Notes from your Program Chair 

January 27:  

 Program: Panel discussion in conjunction with our annual chili-fest.  

February 24:  

 Program: Show prep! Our 3rd annual “Orchids in the Garden” will be the following weekend.  

March 24:  

 Program: Eric Hunt, nationally known photographer of orchids (and other plants!) and former 
photographer for the San Francisco AOS Judging Center. 

April 28:  

 Program: Harry Phillips, of Andy’s Orchids (“Orchids on a Stick”) and Andy’s brother, will be here for a 
hand’s on program about mounting orchids.  

May 26:  

 Program: Alan Koch, proprietor of Gold Country Orchids, returns. Alan is an OSO favorite; he is 
knowledgeable in many areas and his talks are always worth hearing.  

June 23:  

 Program: David Bird, proprietor of Bird’s Botanicals in Kansas City (the Bat Cave of Plants).  

July 28:  

 Program: Fred Clarke of Sunset Valley Orchids, famous hybridizer of Catasetum and related genera, 
returns. Fred visited in OSO in 2007 and drew a large crowd.  

August 25:  

 Program: Q&A, cultural tips and help, discussion, info on upcoming shows, and of course monthly 
judging and some unusual plants in the raffle. And maybe ice cream? 

September 15:  

 Program: OSO Auction (note 3rd Sunday) 

October 27:  

 Program: Nathan Bell, AOS Judge, Greenhouses Supervisor, College of the Ozarks. College of the 
Ozarks cares for the McDade orchid collection of around 7,000 plants. 

November 10:  

 Program: Joe Lankton, AOS Judge, a Paphiopedilum expert with more than 100 AOS quality awards for 
that genus, shares his knowledge with us. (note 2nd Sunday, to avoid Thanksgiving) 

December ??:  

 Program: Christmas Party!!!!!! Date to be determined, but usually the 1st or 2nd Sunday. Election of 
2014 officers.  
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Upcoming Shows Around Our Region 

 

September 20-22, 2013 

 Alabama Orchid Society Orchid Show, Birmingham Botanical Garden, Birmingham, Alabama 

 Chicagoland Orchid Festival, Chicago, Illinois 

September 28-29, 2013 

 Kentucky Orchid Society Show & Sale, St. Matthews Episcopal Church, Louisville, Kentucky 

October 5-6, 2013 

 Central Louisiana Orchid Society Show, Kent House Plantation, Alexandria, Louisiana 

October 12-13, 2013 

 Illinois Orchid Society’s “Fall Orchid Odyssey”, Chicago Botanic Gardens, Glencoe, Illinois 

October 18-20, 2013 

 Fall 2013 Mid-America Orchid Congress, Dayton Art Institute, Dayton, Ohio 

 

Find OSO on  

Check out OSO’s Facebook page: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Orchid-Society-of-the-

Ozarks/166606350108921 

Like us, post your pictures or comments, join the community.  

We’re on the Web: http://www.oso-web.org/  

Webmaster: Bruce Brown ( webmaster@oso-web.org ) 

Orchid Web Site of the Month: http://www.troymeyers.com/ 

 
Our web site of the month is the Meyers Conservatory. Troy Meyers practices conservation through 

propagation of orchid species, flasking donated seed of species orchids to provide legal, sustainable 

sources of plants. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Orchid-Society-of-the-Ozarks/166606350108921
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Orchid-Society-of-the-Ozarks/166606350108921
http://www.oso-web.org/
mailto:webmaster@oso-web.org
http://www.troymeyers.com/
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Cathy’s Musings! 

I hope you have all been enjoying the great weather 

we have been having. We have been able to give our 

orchids much more light than we normally do in the 

summer as we are not fighting the heat so much. We 

hope this will translate in to a great fall blooming 

season-- we’ll let you know if it does. We hope to see 

you at the meeting Sunday. We will have members 

giving cultural tips (have you been a plant of the 

month winner?). If you have a problem plant this is 

your chance to get expert advice. Bring the plant or bring good photos of the 

problem. Also, the fall show schedule is firmed up so we will be discussing 

regional show opportunities. We will also take a minute to talk about next 

month’s plant auction. Don’t forget to bring your plants for judging! 

Cathy  

Thanks to Lois Geren for providing a mantle to go with the tiara…now if I could 

just find that darn scepter. 

 

What’s Ahead …… 

August 25, 2013  

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., Springdale, AR 

Meeting: 1:30 pm 

Program: to be announced 

 

September 15, 2013  (3rd Sunday!) 

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., Springdale, AR 

Meeting: 1:30 pm 

Program: Annual OSO Auction! 

 

October 27, 2013  

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., Springdale, AR 

Meeting: 1:30 pm 

Program: Nathan Bell, AOS judge, Greenhouses 

Supervisor, College of the Ozarks 

 
November 10, 2013  

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., Springdale, AR 

Meeting: 1:30 pm 

Program: Joe Lankton, AOS judge, Paphiopedium breeder and expert 
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