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Editors note: OSO is constantly 
looking for  information that will 

be beneficial to the members.  

With the costs and installation 
issues of RO systems for the 

smaller grower, nothing could be 

more timely and helpful than this 

research effort by Cathy. 

All the OSO talk about or-

chid water quality has made 

me sensitive to all ads and 

articles about water filtering 

systems. I go into stores and 

I have to walk by and see 

what water filtering products 

are available. I saw a com-

mercial on television for a 

ñZero Waterò water filter 

pitcher. Its tagline was ñIf 

itôs not all zeros-itôs not Zero 

Water.ò The ñzerosò it is 

referring to is zero TDS 

(total dissolved solids) 

which is one of the tests 

(along with pH) that was 

done on memberôs water at 

the last meeting. In the ad 

the pitchman is using what 

looks like a TDS meter (as 

you saw last meeting) which 

is included with the purchase 

of the pitcher. Of course we 
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had to try it 

so off to Tar-

get we went 

and picked 

one up. 

 We tested 

the Zero Wa-

ter pitcher 

with our tap 

water and we 

used both the 

TDS meter 

that came 

with the 

pitcher and 

Steveôs 

which he had at our January 

meeting. Zero Water lived 

up to its name. It lowered 

our tap water from around 

80 ppm (parts per million) 

dissolved solids to 0. We 

double checked the meter 

with Steveôs meter (which 

has greater precision than 

the Zero Water TDS meter 

but similar accuracy) and the 

results were consistent (0.2). 

We also tested the pH (meter 

was not included, we used 

our own) and it was lowered 

from around 8.5 to around 

7.5. If you remember this 

is a pretty good range for 

orchids especially as add-

ing fertilizers lowers the 

pH even more and maxi-

mum pH for absorption of 

nutrients is around pH 6. 

The maker claims the 

water produced is of simi-

lar purity to RO (reverse 

osmosis) water.  

The cost of the pitcher, 

the TDS meter,  and one 

filter is around $35.00. 

The pitcher will hold 2 

quarts of water at a time 

and for our water (85 ppm 

TDS) we should be able to get 

25 to 40 gallons from one 

filter. With the cost per filter 

of $15.00, that works out to 

38 to 60 cents per gallon (not 

including the initial pitcher 

cost) versus about 90 cents at 

discount stores for distilled 

water (and no transportation 

costs). 

One use we have thought of 

for this filter pitcher is for 

Steveôs office. He has been 

hauling distilled water up in 

order to water the few plants 

he has there. Keeping a 

pitcher there would eliminate 

the need to purchase distilled 

water (and remember to take 

it in). We also may use it for 

particularly sensitive plants 

that need better quality water 

than we can produce at this 

time (weôve been buying dis-

tilled water). 

We think this is a pretty good 

deal for small collections or 

for especially sensitive plants 

within a larger collection. 
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Notes from your Program Chair éé.  Sarah Waddoups 

OVERTURES 

 Looking Forward:  

February 28, 2010:  A 50-year obsession with orchids!  Our own Olin Karch will present photographs of orchids in 

situ that he has encountered in the US, Mexico, Belize and Guatemala, and along the Amazon and in the Andes in 

Peru. It has quite literally taken Olin a lifetime to prepare this presentation, and it will be wonderful to see orchids 

where they really grow.  

 

March 28, 2010:  Repotting and Media Sales.  Last yearôs media sales was such a hit that we are going to do it 

again this year.  Weôve learned too that we need to make more media available as we ran out.  Volunteers to repot the 

bulk quantities into smaller-sized bags were requested at the January meeting.  If you have a specific genus you would 

like to have discussed or specific media or repotting questions, please either tell Sarah at the February meeting or 

email her at rswad-

doups@yahoo.com. 

 

April 11, 2010:  Larkinôs Orchid-

fest.   Beginning at 11:00 a.m., the 

Larkins will open their greenhouse 

for food, fun and fine friends.  As 

those of you who have attended in 

the past know, Barb cooks up a deli-

cious lunch and there are many, 

many wonderful orchids available 

for purchase at great prices.  Please 

note the date, time and location 

change.  The Larkinôs home is lo-

cated at 9790 Larkin Lane, Rogers, 

Arkansas.   

 

May 23, 2010:  Sam Tsui of Or-

chid Inn will be our guest speaker 

and will have plants to sell.  You 

can visit his website for a preview at 

www.orchidinnusa.com.  Sam offers 

a wide selection of cutting edge 

paph breeding and long-time favor-

ite paphs.   

 

June 27, 2010:  Tom Nasser of 

Carolina Orchids will be our guest 

speaker and will have plants for 

sale.  www.carolinaorchids.com ï 

and there are many, many orchids 

that arenôt listed, so email or give 

him a call if you are hoping for 

something in particular.  Tom offers 

a wide variety of species and gen-

era.     
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Sarah Waddoups, presented a program 

on water quality, its importance and vari-

ous methods of securing quality water as 

well as the testing modes.  Several mem-

bers brought water for testing and other 

members furnished equipment for the 

testing. 

Pictures courtesy of Cathy and Steve 

Marak and Shari Loftis. 
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January 25th Meeting Highlights  


