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Editors note: (With the OSO /BGO show coming 

up it is time for OSO members to think about recip-

rocating with attendance and exhibits at other 

shows.  Here is the information on the KC Show, 

OSGKC was a winning exhibitor at our 2011 

OSO/BGO show) 

Kansas City Orchid Show 

ñOrchids in the Heart of Kansas 

Cityò 

February 10-12, 2012 

Dear Orchid Friends: 

The Orchid Society of Greater Kan-

sas City invites you to participate in 

our upcoming orchid show, Febru-

ary 10-12, 2012. The orchid show 

will be held in conjunction with the 

Kansas City Metropolitan Lawn & 

Garden Show, Kansas Cityôs pre-

mier consumer show dedicated to 

the green industry. Each year over 

30,000 consumers attend the show 

to shop for the latest products and 

services for their gardens and out-

door lifestyles. The Metropolitan 

Lawn & Garden Show sponsors 

plan to highlight the orchid show as 

a special feature. We are delighted 

to be a part of this exciting event, 

and we hope you can join us. 

The orchid show and the Metropoli-

tan Lawn & Garden Show will be 

open to the public from 10:00 AM 

ï 9:00 PM on Friday and Saturday, 

and from 10:00 AM ï 6:00 PM on 

Sunday. Show set-up will begin at 

8:00 AM on Thursday, February 9. 

ñKansas City Here I Come ò 
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Stimulating interest in 

Orchids and their cul-

ture as a nonprofit, edu-

cational organizationé 
 

 
The Orchid Society of the Ozarks meets the 4th Sun-

day of each month.  Annual dues: $10.00 for individ-

ual and $15.00 for joint membership. 
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We encourage all exhibitors to 

complete their exhibit set-up on 

Thursday if possible. However, or-

chid exhibits may be set-up during 

the day on Friday if necessary. Rib-

bon and American Orchid Society 

judging will be conducted on Sat-

urday morning. 

The orchid show will be held at 

The American Royal Center, 1701 

American Royal Court, Kansas 

City, MO 64102. Free parking is 

available during set-up on Thurs-

day and break-down on Sunday, 

and a 3-day parking pass ($15) may 

be purchased for use during the 

show. All exhibitors will receive 

free admission passes to the show, 

and OSGKC will provide a hospi-

tality room at the show for your 

convenience.  

Please reply by email as soon as 

possible to let us know if you will 

be able to be a part of our show. If 

you have any questions, please 

contact me at  

kcorchidshow@kc.rr.com  

or     913-248-8669  

We hope you can join us for our 

show. 

Sincerely, 

Doug Martin  
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Page 2 OVERTURES 

Highlights from the December OSO meeting  

Thirty + members and guests were on hand 

for the annual Christmas Luncheon and 

election of Officers. 

The nominating committee submitted the 

following slate for 2012 and all were 

elected by acclamation: 

President  Ms. Sarah Waddoups 

Vice-Pres Ms. Cathy Marak 

Secty  Ms. Suzanne Miller 

Treasurer Ms. Janice Samson 

Elected Bd  Vickie Knight 

Elected Bd Steve Marak 

SWROGA Dir. Cathy Marak 

SWROGA Dir Steve Marak 

 

Kristine Hall, Chair of OSO monthly Judg-

ing presented the 2011 awards for most 

accumulated points: 

Lois GerenðEpidendrum 

Suzanne HobbsðPhalaenopsis 

Art EvansðFirst Bloom Seedlings 

Lois Geren / Suzanne Hobbs  - Vanda 

Shari LoftisðCattleya 

Lois GerenðMiscellaneous 

Suzanne HobbsðMiniature 

Kathy JudyðSlippers 

Art Evans/ Kathy Judy & Suzanne Hobbs 

Plant of the Month 

Art EvansðGrand Champion most overall 

points. 

A big thank you to Vicki Knight for the 

table decorations. 

 

While surfing AOS website for a topic for this monthõs AOS Corner, I 
came across a little known project of the, the Species Identification Task 
Force (SITF) AOS (in full disclosure, I have to admit it is little known by 
me probably because I am not a judge). SITF is under the supervision of 
the Judging Committee of the AOS and its mission is to try to improve and 
simplify the processing of awards, with the goal of ensuring that awarded 
species are correctly named. Members of the Task Force are not necessarily 
taxonomic experts but individuals who use reference material to confirm 
the identity of submitted awards. When the SITF collective expertise and 
reference collections are not adequate, members of the task force turn to a 
network of qualified experts. 

The discussion on their website goes on to describe that the òtask force 
replaces the previous cumbersome identification and verification proce-
dure, which often involved shipping plant material to a taxonomic expert. 
The SITF, using todayõs electronic communications capabilities and readily 
available high quality digital images, hopes to facilitate the process of identi-
fying awarded plants and to get the process done in a timely manner. Most 
awarded species do not need a taxonomist for identification, if reference 
material is available. When reference material is not available we use taxo-
nomic experts who are willing to give opinions based on digital photo-
graphs. Occasionally awards will require in depth investigation by a taxo-
nomic specialist, and SITF coordinates this when it is required.ó Their web-
page also provides links to a variety of other resources which any orchidist 
would find interesting to explore. To find out more about the SITF check 
out their site at http://www.aosforum.org/sitf - you should all enjoy ex-
ploring this site. 

This SITF page on the AOS website is an example of the vast amount of 
information on the AOS website.  

We are in the middle of an exciting show season and I hope you all will try 
to support the shows in your areas. Some that are on my radar screen for 
this year will be the 2012 Philadelphia International Flower Show. AOS will 
again be putting in an exhibit at this world renowned event. Last year 
265,000 attendees visited this show over its 7 days. The theme this year is 
Hawaii: Islands of Aloha. A committee has been put together and we will be 
soliciting plant material and volunteers for ômanningõ the site. Another 
show is the Spring Membersõ Meeting of the AOS. This will be hosted by 
the Wichita Orchid Society. More information on these two shows 
(including how to register for the Membersõ Meeting) will be forthcoming 
on the AOS website under Events.  

Hope you all had a great holiday and New Years.  

Lynn Fuller, Chair 
AOS Affiliated Societies Committee 

                AOS Corner 



 3 

 

VOLUME XVII   ISSUE 1  Page 3 

 

JANUARY 22 

Growing Forward:   Preparing plants for show.  We will talk about how you can get your plants looking 

their best for the March show at the Botanical Gardens.   

Program: Seedlings to Flowers.  This month we will talk about growing young plants from seedling to 

blooming size. The culture discussion will be applicable to orchids of all sizes.  And, you wonôt want to miss 

this meeting because we will be beginning a special contest.  Each member who attends the January 

meeting will get a prize, with a chance to win the grand prize of a $50 gift certificate.  In order for the 

contest to be fair, everyone must start at the same time.  Accordingly, you must attend the January meet-

ing to enter, so be there or be square.     

 

FEBRUARY 26  

1:00 Growing Forward & Program:  Final Show Prep & Organization:  This meeting will be devoted to 

the final preparations for our show at the Botanical Gardens.  The Show Chairs will finalize assignments and 

volunteers.  Members are welcome (and encouraged) to bring a list of plants they may enter in the show, and 

to use the meeting time to prepare their show tags.  Additionally, there will be one-on-one assistance with 

exhibits and questions.   

 

MARCH  2-4:  2nd Orchids in The Garden Show at the Botanical Gardens of the Ozarks.  Please volun-

teer yourself and your orchids.  We need you!  

 

March 25 

Growing Forward: Orchid Bark & Mixesðwhich potting media should be used for growing different 

kinds of orchids.  Of course, questions are always welcome.  

Program:  Repotting Orchids & Growing Orchids on Plaques.  We will have some hands on demonstra-

tions of repotting orchids, dividing orchids and mounting orchids onto bark or plaques.   

 

April 29 

Growing Forward:  Preparing for Summer Heat 

Program:  Alan Koch, Gold Country Orchids, California.  

 

May 27 

Growing Forward:  To be announced 

Program:  Peter T. Lin, Diamond Orchids, California.  

 

Notes from your Program Chair éé.  Sarah Waddoups 
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BACK PORCH 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR WANTED: 

Except for a brief stint a few years back, I have edited and published the OSO newsletter.  After most of 15 

years it is time I convince someone else to take the helm.  This will be my last issue.  I will continue to send 

out email notifications of meeting times and program information until someone steps up to take the job.    

I use MS Publisher and am willing to provide prior issues as templates which makes the job a bit easier as 

some cut and paste is possible to maintain the format.   

Tom Larkin 

 Another year!  It is hard to believe how 
quickly time flies.  This year looks to be a 
great one for OSO.   Our Show Committee 
is busily preparing for our show at the     
Botanical Gardens in early March.  And I 
think you will all be pleased with the slate 
of  programs for the first half  of  2012. 
Having missed the December meeting, it 
has been too long between OSO meetings.   
I look forward to seeing you all  Sunday. 

 

Happy Growing, Sarah                             Sarah Waddoups 

                            4507 Goldenacre Lane 

                            Rogers, AR 72758 

                            rswaddoups@yahoo.com 

                            479-659-3420 

ORCHID SOCIETY OF THE OZARKS 

Editor:  T. Larkin 

9790 Larkin Lane, Rogers, AR 

479-925-2228 

tslarkinjr@yahoo.com 

A non-profit, educational 
organization stimulating interest in 

orchids and their culture 

Weõre on the web! 

www.oso-web.org 

Webmaster: Bruce Brown 

webmaster@oso-web.org 

About OSO... 

The Orchid Society of the Ozarks came into 

existence with the Organizational Meeting 

of April 28, 1996, in which ten local orchid 
growers met with the purpose of forming 

the group.  Since then, the Northwest Ar-

kansas based Society's membership has 
grown considerably and now consists of 

over 100 members. 

The OSO meets on the 4th Sunday of each 

month.  Annual dues are: $10.00 for an individ-

ual membership, $15.00 for a joint membership-
For more information, please contact Member-

ship Chairperson Suzanne Hobbs 479-236-0760 

email  shobbs@sellingnwa.com , or, visit our 
website at www.oso-web.org and click the 

ñJoinò link. 

Whatôs Ahead 

January 22, 2012 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., Spring-

dale AR.   

Growing Forward: 1pm 

Program: Seedlings to Flower 

Sarah Waddoups 

Meeting time:  1:30 pm. 

  

February 26, 2012 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., 

Springdale AR.   

Growing Forward: 1pm 

Program: Show Prep 

Sarah Waddoups 

Meeting time:  1:30 pm. 

  

1996ð2012 

Sarahôs Musings! 

Position FilledðAnnouncement will be forthcoming!!! 


