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On Memorial Day, Cathy and I met Art Evans and set off into Ozark National Forest to find not 

orchids but lilies. Art has wide interests and knowledge, and he's very expert on lilies as well as 

orchids. We hoped he could identify some lilies Cathy and I found years ago, but had never seen 

in bloom. 

 

We didn't find the lilies, though we did get thoroughly rained on and have to hike up and down a 

very steep, rocky, and mud-slick road cut. But when we got back to the cars, Art suggested we 

go to Stump Prairie, near Siloam Springs, to see the Oklahoma grass-pink orchid, Calopogon 

oklahomensis. We were easily persuaded, and that was obviously the right decision, because the 

rain stopped, the clouds parted, and the sun peeked out. 

 

Stump Prairie is an 18 acre remnant of undisturbed (never plowed or planted) tallgrass prairie. 

There are only about 600 acres of high quality tallgrass prairie left in Arkansas, with almost 

one-fifth of that in Benton County. There are a number of orchids and other rare plants that  

occur mostly and in some cases only on these prairies. 

 

May is a great time to be on the prairies 

- many flowers, especially in years like 

this when we've had abundant rain, but 

the grasses aren't so high yet that it's 

hard to find things (or see where you're 

walking!). Only a few feet from the car, 

we found Platanthera lacera, known as 

the ragged fringed or green fringed 

orchid. The flowers aren't large  - about 

2 cm (3/4 in) tall - white to slightly 

green, with that typical Ha-

benaria/Platanthera look, but there 

may be ten or more flowers open at 

once and they're very cute. 

 

As with many prairie plants, they don't form large clumps but are sprin-

kled about. They seemed to especially like the slight slopes of the prai-

rie mounds. Art counted forty visible from one spot, probably the dens-

est concentration 

we saw, and there are surely hundreds of 

them across Stump Prairie. 

 

The Calopogon oklahomensis aren't as 

common, but there were many of them as 

well, mostly pink but ranging from nearly 

white to almost purple. They also seemed 

to prefer the bottoms of the prairie 

mounds. The flowers are around 3.5 cm 

(1.5 in) tall, and elegantly shaped. 

Close-up of Plantanthera lacera 

Full flower stem  at far right. 

OSO members Cathy Marak and Art Evans photographing 

orchids on Stump Prairie 
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Calopogons on the Prairie contdéé... 

OVERTURES 

According to the Flora of North America, there are five species of Calopogon, with two 

- tuberosus and oklahomensis - found in Arkansas. Various sources give various ways 

to tell them apart, and as usual some are better than others. (I think we should just all 

agree weôre not going to dig them up to look at the shape of the tuber, for instance.) 

 

The most obvious usable difference is in the shape of the lip, and since Calopogon 

flowers are non-resupinate, the lip is uppermost where it's easy to see. In C. oklahomen-

sis, the "bottom" of the lip - which is at the top of the flower - is triangular, coming to a 

point, or trapezoidal. Several keys I checked call 

the lip of C. tuberosus "anvil shaped", but I went 

out to the garage and looked at my grandfather's 

blacksmithing anvil, and I see no resemblance. A 

mushroom, maybe, or a railroad rail viewed end-on, though Iôve seen some pictures that look almost like Mickey Mouse ears. 

 

Other differences, compiled from several sources: in C. tuberosus, there is often 

an orange area on the lip, between the end and the patch of bristles or hairs; the 

flower buds are not grooved, and the flowers open over a longer time and are 

more numerous; taller plant, well over 1 foot, prefers wetter areas such as fens or 

bogs. In C. oklahomensis, the area between the end of the lip and the bristles is 

usually pink, the flower buds are grooved, and the flowers open mostly at the 

same time, or at least over a shorter period of time; shorter plant, 6-10 inches, 

grows in dryer areas such as our prairies. 

 

We visited the smaller Searles Prairie, in Rogers, the next day and found C. okla-

homensis there too. Many people think of wild Arkansas orchids as something 

they have to drive for hours and trek for miles to see, and some, like the elusive 

Cypripedium reginae, are. But there are beauties like these grass pinks just a few 

minutes away and only a few steps from our cars. 

 

 

A prairie resident, an ornate box turtle 

(Terrepene ornate ornate) keeps an eye on us 

Calopogan flower color varies 

Calopogon oklahomensis 

We are nearly out of all the potting materials from earlier this year.  We only have coconut husks and aggregate 
rock remaining.  If you would like to purchase either of these items, please email or call Sarah by Saturday evening.  
rswaddoups@yahoo.com 659-3420.  And I apologize to anyone who wanted media but couldnõt get it because we 
had already sold out.  Weõll be sure to do this again in 2010.  

Special NOTE from the Program Chair. 

mailto:rswaddoups@yahoo.com
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Twenty-eight members and 

guests were on-hand to witness 

Barbara Larkinôs powerpoint 

program on óDeflaskingô.  One 

new member joined the OSO 

ranks, Ms. Sara Fisher, 1456 

Crestwood, Joplin, Mo. 64801.  

email sarafish@swbell.net.  We 

wish Sara a long and rewarding 

experience with the hobby and 

OSO. 

The Judging tables were ablaze 

with many Spring jewels.  The 

Marakôs again did their magic 

with the cameraôs for this page.   
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