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 March News! 

No March meeting! See you April 15th for Peter T. Lin! 
Facebook – please like us if you haven’t, we’re over 900! 
2018 dues are due 
 

“Orchids in the Garden” report 
 

Our 8th annual show was held at the Botanical Garden of the Ozarks 
last weekend. Thanks to everyone who help make it successful – we 
had great weather, and great crowds. In fact, we had so many people 
attend that we sold out of 
plants about noon on 
Saturday!  
 
It takes a lot of people and a 
lot of work to hold a 
successful show, and so we 
owe a lot of people thanks. I 
won’t try to include a list of 
every individual, but some 
mentions are appropriate: the 
Botanical Garden of the 
Ozarks and their staff, who 
provide our venue, do a great 
job of event publicity, and are 
so helpful when we ask for 
things at the last minute; our 
sister orchid societies from 
Tulsa, Springfield, and Kansas 
City who put in exhibits, and 
in particular their members 
who made the trek to NW Arkansas; the AOS judges from the Mid-
America Judging Center in St. Louis, who travel at their own expense 
to judge shows like ours; and of course, all of our OSO members who 

exhibited, helped our guests load and unload, provided hospitality, taught classes, worked the sales tables, 
answered questions, and everything else. These days people literally misuse the word literally every day, but 
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we literally could not have done it without you.  
 

… and show season keeps on rolling … 
 
We need your blooming orchids for OSO exhibits! Our show leads off the spring show season around the 
region, but once things start they just keep coming. The Springfield Orchid Society show is March 17 and 18. 
The following week is the Omaha Orchid Society show. The Tulsa spring show and sale, in conjunction with the 
SWROGA spring meeting, is April 20-22.  
 
Please keep grooming those plants, and please consider loaning them out to teams from OSO to use in exhibits 
around the region. If you’re interested in helping with set up or take down at one of these shows, we’d love 
your help!  

Peter T. Lin is our April speaker 
 

As mentioned earlier, since our show was the first weekend in March, we won’t have a regular meeting this 
month. We’re really looking forward to our April speaker, Peter T. Lin of Diamond Orchids. Peter has visited 
OSO before, and did a great presentation on growing specimen plants, but it’s been several years and of course 
we have new members who don’t know Peter. He grows a wide variety of plants, from the small windowsill 
Cattleyas similar to what Tom Larkin was breeding to the really weird botanical stuff that I like. He will be 
bringing plants for sale, and he’s offering a 10% discount for pre-orders (picked up at our April meeting).  The 
deadline for pre-orders is April 11, and you can find Peter’s lists of available plants at: 
http://www.diamondorchids.com/orchid-catalog.html  

 
 

Judging notes … 

 

Judging notes from February 18, 2018 
 
Eight members entered a total of 33 plants for our February judging.  Paul Bowen’s two plants took Plant of the 
Month (Phal. Jade Gold) and First in Phalaenopsis, and Third in Species for a total of 27 points.  Art Evans Nine 
plants took First in Cattleya, Small Cattleya, Cymbidium, and Misc., as well as Second and Third in Small 
Cattleya and third in Paphs for a total of 49 points. Jack Heflin’s five plants took First in both Paphs and Species 
and Second in Species, Misc. and Phalaenopsis for a total of 35 points. Suzanne Miller’s three plants took First 
in Vanda and First Bloom for a total of 20 points.  Russ Greene and Jim Enns eight plants took First in Oncidium 
for a total of 10 points. Lois Geren’s two plants took Second in Cattleya and Paphs for a total of 10 points. Barb 
Sweet’s 2 plants took Third in Phalaenopsis for 2 points.   
 
Year to date points are: 

1. Jack Heflin at 65 
2. Art Evans at 49 
3. Kathy Judy at 47 
4. Greene & Enns at 47 
5. Paul Bowen at 39 
6. Susie Miller at 32 
7. Lois Geren at 20 
8. Bradley Martin at 15 

http://www.diamondorchids.com/orchid-catalog.html
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9. Barb Sweet at 4 
10.  Liz Hillbrand at 2  

 
Thank You for bringing your blooming plants to share their beauty, special thanks to those who volunteer to 
participate in the judging each month.   
 

– Paul Bowen 

 

Upcoming Shows & Judgings Around Our Region 

 
March 17-18, 2018 

Springfield Orchid Society Show & Sale, Greene County Botanical Center, Springfield, Missouri 
March 24-25, 2018 

31st Annual Orchid Show & Sale, Greater Omaha Orchid Society, Lauritzen Gardens, Omaha, Nebraska 
March 24-25, 2018 

March Madness Orchids in Bloom, Shreveport Orchid Society, Riverview Center, Shreveport, Louisiana 
April 21-22, 2018 

Palette of Orchids, Tulsa Orchid Society, Tulsa Garden Center, Tulsa, Oklahoma (held in conjunction with 
the spring SWROGA meeting) 

April 21, 2018 
Great Plains Judging Center monthly judging, Beech Science Center, Southwestern College, Winfield, 
Kansas 

May 12-13, 2018 
“Discovering Orchids”, Oklahoma Orchid Society, Will Rogers Exhibition Center, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

May 18-20, 2018 
Memphis Orchid Society Show & Sale, Memphis Botanic Garden, Memphis, Tennessee 
 

 

Steve’s Musings! 
 

With our show over – thanks again to all of you who helped! - we’re thinking about the Springfield show and 
looking around the greenhouse for plants we might send with Lois. Unfortunately, our plants are still not 
cooperating, marching stubbornly to the beat of some other drummer. We may have a few things to send, but 
they’ll all be small.  
 
But weather is definitely warming up, the days are getting longer, and the plants seem to know it. We’re seeing 
shoots coming up and there’s a general feeling of impending growth, so now we’re hoping for lots of plants for 
the Tulsa or Oklahoma City shows. And before we know it, we’ll be putting shade on the greenhouse to keep 
our plants from scorching (and no doubt complaining about how hot it is!).  
 
Steve 
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Pictures from the February meeting …. 
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More pictures from the February meeting ….  
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News from the AOS 

We thank the American Orchid Society for allowing us to use these items in our newsletter!  Even if you’re not 
an AOS member, there are lots of free resources available to everyone … and of course we encourage you to 
join. AOS membership includes digital access to “Orchids” magazine, including digital archives of more than 
350 issues dating back to 1932! 

March: The Month of Work - By Thomas Mirenda 
(This article was originally published in the March 2015 issue of Orchids Magazine) 

MOST OF US spend a lot more time working at our jobs than at any other activity. While life balance may seem 
somewhat out of whack for the workaholics among us, fulfilling work and accomplishment makes us feel 
proud, productive and engaged. For many of us, work gives meaning to our lives. Yet I fear so many of us 
doubt what we do has any impact at all. While I am lucky enough to have a job I’m passionate about, many 
among us only work to generate money, and the satisfaction these people get from the work itself is pretty 
negligible, if it exists at all. Sometimes when working for a large 
company we tend to get lost in the corporate machinery and, like 
cogs in a wheel, lose cognizance of the relevance of our daily tasks. 
If we don’t believe what we are doing is important or worthwhile, 
why should we bother to get good at it? 

I think all us humans fall into this syndrome from time to time and 
March is a month where inspiration may be scarce indeed. 
Everyone reading this has a unique life-history and perspective, 
much like the orchids we cultivate. We all have purpose and 
direction as well as lovely and nurturing personalities. I’ve never 
met an orchid grower who didn’t. Whatever your role in this 
workaday world may be, you are part of the fascinating, vibrant 
and passionate world of orchid growing. What better thing could 
we aspire to than to spread that joy and passion we know so well 
to others? I hope I see you out there at the next orchid show doing 
exactly that! 

BACK TO THE GRINDSTONE March, with its lengthening of days 
and warming of temperatures, marks the beginning of the growing 
season for many of us. Many of our orchids, such as phalaenopsis 

and cymbidiums, have been blooming the last few months, but 
haven’t done much vegetatively since last fall and therefore 
haven’t needed much in terms of water and fertilizer for quite a 
while. Now you should be seeing the beginnings of new growths, 
and most importantly, new green root tips. This is your signal that 
growth has resumed; repotting season has come and you need to 
be ready! 

SUPPLY CHAIN It may seem a bit premature, but now is the time to stock up on the supplies you’ll need for 
the onslaught of repotting necessary in the coming months. Your friends at the garden center will be so happy 
to see you and are likely to give you first-rate customer service because their business is still pretty slow until 

Cymbidium Charles Weckerle Thrun ‘Hatfield’s’, 
AM/AOS (82pts.) (George Formby × 
devonianum) had 80 flowers and three buds on 
three sharply pendulous inflorescences when 
exhibited by Hatfield Orchids of Oxnard, CA at 
the March 2014 Santa Barbara International 
Orchid Show. Photographer: Arthur Pinkers 
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spring is in earnest next month. Get the jump on your orchid needs by purchasing fresh potting mix and a wide 
variety of containers in an array of useful sizes, both clay and plastic, as well as mounts and baskets, rhizome 
clips and stability stakes. Get enough so that you won’t have to interrupt your rhythm and momentum during 
potting season to head back to the store for just a bit more. 

PRIDE IN YOUR WORK If you haven’t worked with your plants in a while, get out the books and review your 
potting techniques, and maybe invite a friend (or that curious teenager across the street) to help you. 
Sometimes showing someone else how to do something is the best reminder for protocols, such as how to 
strategize against spreading virus, potting securely and effectively and keeping an eye out for problems such 
as pests and pathogens that might have gone unnoticed in a crowded winter greenhouse. Reward your 
helpers with a nice healthy division of something pretty and vigorous that grows easily. This is to ensure they 
get the orchid bug too! 

FRUITS OF YOUR LABOR The work you put into your collection this month as well as in April and May will 
invariably influence your success for the rest of the year. Plants that are neglected in the spring rarely perform 
well in the long term. While some plants will bloom a little better when slightly root-bound, waiting too long 
to repot will eventually lead to declining health and even death. Search your collection for plants that have 
grown past their pot rims (with obstreperous aerial roots) or don’t dry out (due to rotting roots or broken-
down mixes) or have weeds and ferns taking over, crowding out your precious orchids. There is nothing quite 
like a fresh potting job to fix a multitude of potential orchid problems. A little hard work now will repay you in 
boatloads of floral productivity this coming year! 

—Thomas Mirenda has been working professionally with orchids for over three decades and is an AOS 
accredited judge.  He recently co-authored The Book of Orchids: a life-size guide to 600 species of orchids from 
around the world.  Tom recently assumed the directorship of horticulture, education and outreach at the 
Hawaii Tropical Botanical Garden. (E-mail: biophiliak@gmail.com; www.htbg.com) 

UPCOMING WEBINARS 

It’s easy to find the scheduled webinars and to register 
on the AOS website.  You’ll find the link under the All 
About Orchids tab.  If you check there, you will find any 
webinars that have been scheduled after the production 
of the monthly Corner. 

Orchids Under Glass 
Wednesday, March 21, 2018 @ 8:30 PM – 9:30 PM 
EST   Members Only 

Chris Miller, a grower of all orchids small, will show us 
how to build and maintain orchidariums for those plants 
that need special growing conditions, humidity, light and temperature.  

Register now using this link:  https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5731094796130690818 

American Orchid Society: Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton 
Thursday, March 29th, 2018 @ 8:30 PM – 9:30 PM EST   Open to All 

Cattleya guttata 'Mint Julip' HCC/AOS; Photographer: Edwin 
Boyett 

mailto:biophiliak@gmail.com
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/WY0h/z/sP/vSr/6RVFMk/zvultf5ssu/P/P
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/WY0h/j/sI/vSr/6RVFMk/z0XYbRqJft/P/P
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Please join Ron McHatton, American Orchid Society Director of Education and Science Officer, who will discuss 
a variety of topics on orchid culture based on questions submitted by attendees.  Please send you questions to 
stillisch@cox.net by Monday, March 26th. 

Register now using this link: https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/1353064894983688963 

Note: After registering, you will receive a 
confirmation e-mail containing information 
about joining the seminar. 

WHAT ARE WEBINARS?   Webinars are an 
Internet conference where you can hear the 
speaker and view his presentation, ask 
questions, and hear interactions from other 
members of the audience. You can join either on 
your computer or by phone. You can join from 
anywhere, via your Mac, PC or even your mobile 
device. Audio is included, so attendees can 
phone in or use VoIP (Voice over Internet 
Protocol). You will need a microphone for your 

computer to use VoIP. 

WANT TO LEARN, BUT CAN’T MAKE THE DATE?  The live webinars will be recorded and posted on the AOS 
website, where you will find a link allowing you to view the webinars at your convenience. 

THE MARCH ISSUE OF ORCHIDS MAGAZINE will feature great articles and beautiful pictures on: 

•    Genus of the Month - Cyrtochilum 
•    Orchids Illustrated - Rossioglossum 
•    For the Novice - How to Rebasket 
•    Who Were These Guys, Part 4: Heinrich Gustav 
Reichenbach 
•    Dendrobium bigibbum, Part 3: Intersectional Hybrids, 
Stripes and Pansies 
•    The 22nd WOC in Guayaquil 
•    Collector's Item - Mystacidium capense 

ALSO FEATURED IN ORCHIDS MAGAZINE!  

16-page award gallery of breathtaking pictures of recently 
awarded orchids. 

RECENT ORCHID AWARDS PICTURES ON THE AOS WEBSITE: 

See fabulous pictures of the most breathtakingly beautiful orchids receiving awards from the AOS!  Visit the 
new “Latest Orchid Awards” page on the AOS website to enjoy these stunning photographs!  Click on the 
thumbnails to see them in larger format.  Free to members and nonmembers. 

Mystacidium capense 'Harford's Galaxy' CCM/AOS; Photographer: 
Unknown 

Cattleytonia Memoria Michael Davis 'Sandra Walters" 
AM/AOS; Photographer: Claude W. Hamilton 

http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/WY0h/5/sA/vSr/6RVFMk/mZqP4WENf/P/P
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What’s Ahead … 

March  - NO 

MEETING!! 

 

April 15, 2018 

 

NTI, 709 S. Old 

Missouri Rd., 

Springdale, AR 

Meeting: 1:30 

Program: Peter T. 

Lin of Diamond 

Orchids 

 

May 20, 2018 

 

NTI, 709 S. Old 

Missouri Rd., 

Springdale, AR 

Meeting: 1:30 

Program: TBD 

 

July 15, 2018 

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., Springdale, AR 

Meeting: 1:30 

Program: Doug & Beth Martin, WOC & Ecuador Part I 
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