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 January News! 

January meeting is January 19th! 
February meeting is February 16th 
Our 10th annual show is March 6-8!  
Facebook – please like us if you haven’t, we’re over 1000! 
 

Upcoming Programs 
 
As usual, by OSO tradition, our January program is a round table 
where members can ask questions, bring plants with problems to get 
advice, contribute tips and hints, etc. Also by tradition, our January 
hospitality theme is chili and chlii sides and fixings.  
 
It’s not really a tradition, but since our February meeting is just a few 
weeks before our show and sale, the program in February is devoted 
to final planning and scheduling for the show.  
 
March 6-8 will be our 10th annual “Orchids in the Garden” show and 
sale. Our yearly show is usually our Society’s biggest event, and one of 
our two money-making events each year, which pays for our speakers, 
raffle plants, and other expenses. Our show has been so successful in 
the past because you, our members, pitch in and make it successful, so 
please consider when and how you could be available to help. We 
need exhibits, plants for the Society exhibit, goodies for hospitality, 
people to help our exhibitors unload and load their vehicles, and of 
course people to work the sales tables! You don’t have to work long 
hours – even a couple of hours at busy times makes a huge difference. 
This is a classic case of many hands make light work – if a bunch of us 
do a little, then no one has to be overloaded.  
 
Since we put so much effort into the show, we don’t have a regularly 
scheduled March meeting.  
 
We want to know what programs you’d like to see in 2020! We’re 
asking our members to list their Top Ten favorite orchids and send that 

Volume XXV Issue 1 

January 2020 

 

Stimulating interest in 

Orchids and their culture as 

a nonprofit, educational 

organization … 

The Orchid Society of the Ozarks meets 

the 3rd Sunday of each month. Annual 

dues are $10.00 for individuals and 

$15.00 for joint membership.  

 

 

 

 
President: Trudy Picket 

butchandtrudy@cox.net 

 
Vice-president: Laura Wilkins 

l4wilkins@sbcglobal.net 

 
Treasurer: Lois Geren 

lgeren@uark.edu 

 
Editor: Steve Marak 

samarak@gizmoworks.com 

 

 

 

 
What’s inside: 
  January News   p. 1 

Shows & Judgings   p. 2 
News from the AOS  p. 2 
Greenhouse pictures  p. 7 
What’s Ahead    p. 8 

 

O v e r t u r e s 
A Communications Instrument for Society Members and Other Interested Parties 

mailto:l4wilkins@sbcglobal.net
mailto:lgeren@uark.edu
mailto:samarak@gizmoworks.com


January 2020 Overtures – The Newsletter of the Orchid Society of the Ozarks 2 

information to us. Our Treasurer Lois Geren has volunteered to do the data mining and come up with some 
popular themes for our programs next year. 
 

Upcoming Shows & Judgings Around Our Region 
 
 
January 18, 2020 

Great Plains Judging Center business meeting and Seminar Saturday, Beech Science Center, 
Southwestern College, Winfield, Kansas 

February 1-2, 2020 
Orchid Society of Greater St. Louis “Orchids on Safari”, Missouri Botanic Garden, St. Louis, Missouri  

February 15, 2020 
Great Plains Judging Center business meeting and Seminar Saturday, Beech Science Center, 
Southwestern College, Winfield, Kansas 

March 6-8, 2020 
Orchid Society of the Ozarks 10th Annual “Orchids in the Garden”, Botanical Garden of the Ozarks, 
Fayetteville, Arkansas 

March 14, 2020 
Mid-America Judging Center monthly judging, Room 175, Commerce Bank Education Building, Missouri 
Botanical Garden, St. Louis, Missouri 

March 21, 2020 
Great Plains Judging Center business meeting and Seminar Saturday, Beech Science Center, 
Southwestern College, Winfield, Kansas 
 
 

News from the AOS 

 
We thank the American Orchid Society for allowing us to use these AOS Corner items in our newsletter!  Even 
if you’re not an AOS member, there are lots of free resources available to everyone … and of course we 
encourage you to join. AOS membership includes digital access to “Orchids” magazine, including digital 
archives of more than 350 issues dating back to 1932! 
 
As a member of the AOS, you receive FREE or discounted admission to nearly 300 Botanical Gardens and 
Arboreta. Show your AOS membership card at admissions and benefit from the Reciprocal Garden Admission 
program. Members enjoy free or reduced admission or discounts at hundreds of gardens, conservatories, and 
arboreta nationwide. https://www.ahsgardening.org/gardening-programs/rap/find 
 
Please reference the American Horticultural Society guidelines about how to take advantage of your Reciprocal 
Admissions Program benefits.  It is recommended that you call all gardens prior to your visit.  Each garden has 
its own unique admissions policy and some may have exclusions about special events, exhibits, etc. 
https://www.ahsgardening.org/gardening-programs/rap#guidelines 
 
WHAT ARE WEBINARS? Webinars are an internet-connected audiovisual presentation. You can view from 
anywhere that you have an internet connection, via Mac, PC or even your mobile device. It’s easy to find the 
scheduled webinars and to register on the AOS website. You’ll find the link here: 
http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx. 

http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/JDVy/H/h9/vSr/6TLbyS/sbKTLGNrIK/P/P/U1
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/JDVy/Q/h9/vSr/6TLbyS/vgQjVx0EZZ/P/P/U1
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/JDVy/y/hV/vSr/6TLbyS/zKnpcRvBi/P/P/U1
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/JDVy/2/hV/vSr/6TLbyS/zhwTGZKrlv/P/P/U1
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/JDVy/E/hM/vSr/6TLbyS/zlZcstvQkS/P/P/U1
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/JDVy/w/hM/vSr/6TLbyS/zNUofefZ9c/P/P/U1
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REGISTRATION is REQUIRED: http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx Cannot make it on the scheduled 
date or time? No need to worry.  Register anyhow! We digitize the webinars and they are available to view at 
your leisure from the same webpage. end your Greenhouse Chat questions and photos to: 
greenhousechat@aos.org 
 
If you want to view independently from home, you can join live, either on your computer or by phone. ALL 
past webinars are recorded and indexed by topic, for future viewing. 

CULTURE CONNECTION 
transitive verb: CULTIVATE, to grow in a prepared medium 

January: The Month of Vision Looking Ahead to a New Year of Success 

By Thomas Mirenda 

 Can you believe it is already January again? All of us are yet another year older and wiser. I like to believe 
that, just like that old ad campaign, “We’re not getting older, we’re getting better,” but my morning mirror 
disproves that on a daily basis. Nonetheless, there is something to be said for aging. We do get better at some 

http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/JDVy/a/hM/vSr/6TLbyS/zUqdpbs0uK/P/P/U1
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/JDVy/J/hM/vSr/6TLbyS/zBUxRzO1TK/P/P/U1
mailto:greenhousechat@aos.org
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things with experience, and orchid growing is certainly one of those things. You may not realize it, but just 
from reading this magazine regularly, you gain significantly. Even if you cannot invest in state-of-the art 
greenhouses or the latest innovations, your awareness about the needs of orchids, gleaned from Orchids , has 
influenced you and improved your growing skills. Although it is fairly arbitrary, I find it is always at this time of 
year we attempt to reflect and take stock of our collections, our growing skill and our knowledge. We all share 
the goal of aspiring to grow our plants even better in the coming year. This, of course, requires “vision.” Aside 
from actually seeing the beauty of our orchids, if you look up vision in a dictionary or thesaurus, you’ll find 
some startling definitions and synonyms. Words such as “idea,” “dream” and even “revelation” appear there. 
So I challenge you in 2013 to think big, to shoot for the stars. Come up with a vision for yourself as an orchid 
person for the coming year, for five years, or even for where you’ll be in 10 or 20 years, and develop a strategy 
for reaching those goals. 

Aside from your growing skills, think about how your enthusiasm for our beloved plants can best further the 
cause of other aspects of orchidology, such as conservation, education, technology and innovative cultivation 
techniques. Leave a legacy for those following in your footsteps. After all, wouldn’t it be sad to not pass on all 
you’ve learned to others? We have all been gifted with the joy of orchids. Let’s all spread that joy around the 
world this year.  

I SEE YOU January is an exciting time in our collections. So many plants are in spike now and the anticipation 
of fattening buds’ imminent opening and first blooms of many newly acquired species and hybrids can make 
each day a revelation in the coming months. Look around your collection carefully for inflorescences that may 
be hiding from your view or, if your benches are packed like mine, may be caught hiding amidst lush foliage. 
Make sure your developing spikes are growing unobstructed and receiving adequate light so that they may 
display their natural grace upon blooming.  

MAKE A GOOD IMPRESSION it is imperative to support developing spikes of many orchids, particularly 
phalaenopsis, cymbidiums and oncidium intergeneric hybrids. In the wild, epiphytic orchids tend to have 
pendent or cascading inflorescences, but unless your plants are mounted or in hanging baskets, this does not 
work well for most cultivated plants. In particular, spikes of hybrids that bear larger flowers or higher flower 
count than the species may be especially heavy and stressed by the time they are fully open. This also makes 
for the best presentation of your plants for the upcoming flower show season. Good presentation is the first 
step toward winning blue ribbons and AOS awards.  

MOISTURE MATTERS the old adage “sometimes less is more” is true with orchids this time of year. With the 
shorter day lengths, cooler temperatures and generally overcast conditions so prevalent in winter, most 
orchids require far less water than they did in the summer growing season. Commonly grown genera such as 
Cattleya, Phalaenopsis and Paphiopedilum have matured their summer growth, and should be watered less 
frequently now. Some genera, especially Catasetum, Galeandra, Habenaria, Dendrobium and Lycaste , are 
truly “sleeping” now and can actually rot if watered excessively, or, in some cases, even just a little. You must 
determine which plants will suffer with even an occasional watering in winter, and segregate them to an area 
where they will not be hit with a stray, inadvertent pass of the watering wand. Despite the need for dryness, 
most orchids still do best in humid conditions. This becomes an important issue for those who grow in the 
home where humidity can be excessively low when radiators come on. Especially for the home grower, it is 
important to supplement humidity in winter with a humidifier, pebble tray or occasional misting. (As pertinent 
now, as it was then - Reprinted with permission ORCHIDS VOL. 82 NO. 1 JANUARY 2013)   Also visit the AOS 
website for a Monthly Checklist on Orchid Care  http://www.aos.org/orchids/seasonal-orchid-care/january-
february-checklist.aspx 

http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/Hm60/H/i0/vSr/6TiVbi/nMlPSar0B/P/P/U4
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/Hm60/Q/i0/vSr/6TiVbi/iHzNYeCtT/P/P/U4
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/Hm60/Q/i0/vSr/6TiVbi/iHzNYeCtT/P/P/U4
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Worth the Read - ORCHIDS January Preview 

For the Novice - Selecting New Plants  As a new orchid grower, who hasn’t been stumped by trying to find a 
plant that will grow and thrive for you?  The January article by Sue Bottom will give you pointers on things to 
look for to help you successfully grow a new acquisition. 

This article presents a general overview of basic orchid selection by defining the difference between species 
and hybrids, seedlings and mericlones, diploids and tetraploids, and describes why you might choose one over 
the other.  It explains the importance of plant tags and how they relate to the history of your new orchid. The 
educated grower will become a successful grower. 

Coupled with archived information from the AOS Forum 1) Beginners’ Newsletters and these tips from the 
AOS video library on 2) Selecting an Orchid  and this 3) Members Only Webinar, you have enough to get you 
started on building a healthy orchid collection.  

1) http://www.aos.org/all-about-orchids/beginners-newsletter.aspx 

2) http://www.aos.org/orchids/aos-video-library/selecting-an-orchid.aspx 

3) http://www.aos.org/all-about-orchids/webinars/public/best-plant.aspx 

 Don’t miss out! Membership offers 
something for everyone 

• New Refugium Botanicum -
 Dendrobium macrophyllum 

• Orchid Growing in a 
Retirement Community 

• Orchids Illustrated -
 Cypripedium of North 
America 

• One Hundred Years of 
Orchids - R.F. Orchids 

• The Genus Loefgrenianthus 
and Alberto Löfgren 

• Orchids of Bhutan - Pholidota 
recurva 

• Book Review - Rankafu: 
Orchid Print Album 

LOOK for your awarded orchids in 
the sixteen-page awards gallery in 
each issue of ORCHIDS!  The 
magazine awards gallery features all of the awards granted month by month in the previous year.   

LOOK on the AOS website to find the most recently awarded orchids! https://secure.aos.org/orchid-
awards.aspx 

Lycaste Reina Del Cisne 'Nikole' AM | AOS (80 points) 

Lycaste angelae x Lycaste Kiama 
Award No: 20191481 Date: Nov 20, 2019 Event: Asociacion Altaverapacense 
de Orquideologia Show Judging Center: Carolinas Judging 
Center Exhibitor: Cesar Maaz Stwolinski Photographer: Jorge Carlos 

 

http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/Hm60/y/in/vSr/6TiVbi/itLxD5Wbx/P/P/U4
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/Hm60/2/ik/vSr/6TiVbi/iWxsBkUEh/P/P/U4
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/Hm60/8/iE/vSr/6TiVbi/v5gYfX8t1P/P/P/U4
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/Hm60/7/in/vSr/6TiVbi/sSTkdIJ9Jv/P/P/U4
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/Hm60/q/ik/vSr/6TiVbi/6MtoRgC8YK/P/P/U4
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/Hm60/F/iE/vSr/6TiVbi/zYiSCMehRH/P/P/U4
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/JDVy/F/hI/vSr/6TLbyS/vunTLC6Da4/P/P/U1
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/JDVy/L/hI/vSr/6TLbyS/nTVmt4FKP/P/P/U1
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/JDVy/L/hI/vSr/6TLbyS/nTVmt4FKP/P/P/U1
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Cattleya jenmanii 'Terez' HCC | AOS (79 points) 
Award No: 20194350 Date: Nov 16, 2019 Event: Northeast Center Monthly Judging 
 Judging Center: Northeast Judging Center Exhibitor: Ken Reynolds  
Photographer: Maurice Garvey 

American Orchid Society Show Trophy 'Ode To Mario' ST | AOS (84 points) 
Award No: 20196258 Date: Oct 26, 2019 Event: Windsor Orchid Society Show 
(Windsor, Ontario, Canada) Judging Center: Toronto Judging 
Center Exhibitor: Windsor Orchid Society Photographer: Ed Cott 
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Pictures from the greenhouse … 

Clockwise from left: Cattleya 

percivaliana, Rth. Elaine Taylor x C. 

Drumbeat, Rth. Jay Larkin, 

Bulbophyllum wolfei, Acianthera 

(syn. Pleurothallis) leptotifolia, 

Brassanthe Maikai, Specklinia 

grobyi, Cattleya wittigiana, 

Pelatantheria insectifera. All 

photos by Cathy Marak.  
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What’s Ahead … 

 

January 19, 2020 

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., Springdale, 

AR 

Meeting: 1:30 

Program: Annual chili-fest and round 

table + show prep 

 

February 16, 2020 

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., Springdale, 

AR 

Meeting: 1:30 

Program: Final preparations for our 

show … 

 

March 6-8, 2020  

 

10th Annual “Orchids in the Garden” show 

and sale at the Botanical Garden of the Ozarks 

 

 

March 2020 

 

No meeting, due to our show & the Springfield show. 

 

 

Maxillaria sophronitis  

Photographer: Cathy Marak 

Acianthera nikoleae? 

mailto:butchandtrudy@cox.net
http://www.oso-web.org/
mailto:samarak@gizmoworks.com
http://www.oso-web.org/
mailto:webmaster@oso-web.org
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Orchid-Society-of-the-Ozarks/166606350108921
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Orchid-Society-of-the-Ozarks/166606350108921
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Orchid-Society-of-the-Ozarks/166606350108921
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Orchid-Society-of-the-Ozarks/166606350108921

